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1. Health: a human right? 

“Human rights are rights held by individuals simply because they 
are part of the human species. They are rights shared equally by 
everyone regardless of sex, race, nationality and economic 
background.” 







2. Human rights and corresponding 
obligations: which polity is responsible? 

“Basic rights are the morality of the 
depths. They specify the line beneath 
which no one is to be allowed to sink.” 
 
“They are the rational basis for justified 
demands the denial of which no self-
respecting person can reasonably be 
expected to accept.” 





3. Historical perspective 

• Declaration of Human Rights 
• Declaration of Independence: „We hold these truths to be 

self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, 
that among these are, life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.“ 







4. Ways forward 
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